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A  Lincoln  Story 

To  the  Editor  of  THE  EAGLE:— 

At  this  time  we  are  all  interested 
in  stories  about'  Abraham  Lincoln. 

This  one,  connecting  him  wi/n 
the  "Old  Ship  Church"  of  Hing- 
ham,  may  be  new  to  most  of  your 
readers.  This  church  was  built  in 
1681  and  has  recently  been  restored 
with  the  old  fashioned  square  pews. 
Some  say  it  is  the  oldest  church 
which  has  been  used  continuously 
in  the  Uinted  States. 

My  friend,  the  late  Rev.  Hough- 
ton Page,  Unitarian  minister,  of 
Greenfield,  was  pastor  of  the  "Old 
South"  when  Miss  Ida  Tarbell.  the 
historian,  was  seeking  clue^ccmr 


necting    the  Great 
with  the  Hingham  Lmootofc 

Heintroduced  her  to  a  Mrs.  Lm 
oota,  who  possessed  Darnel  Cush_ 
ing's  -Account  Book.'  This  price 
SL  old  document  contained .  toe 
following  item,  written  in  1690 .  OIQ 
Sam  Lincoln  died  last  nighty  This 
entry  definitely  connects  the  war 
President  with  the  Hingham  L  n- 
52  and  shows  that  Abraham  Lm- 
coln  need  not  have 

faw  partner,  relates  a  conversation 
n  which  Lincoln,  in  a  moment  of 
depression,  confessed  h*  fears .to 
him.    What  a  load  off  his  nunu 
miEht  have  been  lifted. 
There  was  good  stock  back ^  o 
him  and  this  came  out  in  the  char 
acS'r  of  the  noblest  American  our 
rnuntrv  has  produced.    We  can  an 
that  old  church  and  perhaps 
worship  close  to  the  spot  to  which 
53d  Sam  Lincoln,"  his,  ancestor, 
used  to  come  every  Sunday 

Once  more  New  England  pro 
duced  the  stock  which  saved  the 
country  in  thne^need^  ^ 


Pittsfield. 


THE  HINGHAM  JOURNAL,  H 

Bmj        -  Hue  _ 

'  ."T  .     Merely  to  prepare  you  for 
the  new  figures  which  the  1940 j 
census  will  give  you,  I  go  back 
to  March,  1835,  to  find  that    in  | 
that  year  Hingham's  legal  voters 
numbered  673.       On  that  list 
there  were  39  named"  Hersey; 
37  Cushings,    35  Spragues,  30 
Lincolns,      30      Whitons,  24 
Stodders,      22  ■    Gardners,  21 
Wilders,  16  Fearings,  13  Barnes,  | 
13  Burrs,  13  Lorings,  11  Hobarts, 
11  Humphreys,  11  Leavitts,  11 
Lane,    9  Jacobs,    9  Towers,  8 
Gills,  8  Hudsons,  8  Marshes,  8 1 
Thaxters,  7  Beals,  7  Dunbars,  7\ 
Thayers,  6  Corthells,  6  Frenches,  j 
6  Thomases,  5  Browns,  5  Bur — 
rills,  5  Churchills,  5  Ripleys,  4 
Cains,    4    Stephensons    and  4 
Shutes.     The  remainder  were  in 
three's,  two's  and     one's,  and 
included  the  names  of  our  best 
old  families.      Keep    this  list 
handy  to  compare  with  the  1940 
names  to  note  increase    or  the 
opposite.  .   _  .   .  In  Monday's 
inundation  of  the  Home  Mead — 
ows  there  was  a  fine  de.marlro 


for  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls 

Hingham  Marks 
Link  to  Lincoln 

Ancestor's  Restless  Spirit 
May  Have  Cost  Town  President 

By  HENRY  BOSWORTH 

Of  the  Quincy  Patriot  Ledger" 
(Written  for  the  Associated  Press). 

Church  bells  rang  out  again  today  in  this  historic  New 
England  town  in  memory  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  who  might 
have  been  born  here  instead  of  a  Kentucky  log  cabin. 

THE  AMERICAN  CRADLE  of 


the  Lincoln  family,  the  town  each 
year  tolls  its  church  bells  a  half- 
hour  at  noon  in  its  own  special 
tribute  to  the  16th  President  and 
his  ancestors  who  settled  here. 

A  wandering  ancestor  and  the 
beginning  of  the  country's  great 
iron  and  steel  industry  probably 
cheated  the  town  of  its  most  fa- 
mous native  son. 

"THAT'S  ONLY  AN  OPINION 
and  it's  probably  more  of  a  guess," 
says  Mason  A.  Foley,  town  his- 
torian, who  has  been  climbing 
through  the  Lincoln  family  tree 
for  20  years. 

Frankly  admitting  he  is  tak- 
ing a  romantic  look  through  his- 
tory Foley  nevertheless  has  dug 
up  records  and  facts  which  make 
his  theory  a  plausible  one. 

LINCOLN'S  great-great-great 
grandfather,  Mordecai,  was  born 
here  in  1657,  the  son  of  Samuel 
Lincoln,  a  weaver,  who  came  here 
from  Hingham,  England,  in  1637. 
"Mordecai  was  an  ingenious 
man,"  says  Foley. 

"He  learned  blacksmithing  and 
was  one  of  the  first  iron  masters 
in  the  country,  a  forerunner .  of 
today's  great  iron  and  steel  pro- 
ducers." . 
!  Mordecai  bought  some  land  in 
!  neighboring  Cohasset,  then  part  of 
i  Hingham,  around  Bound  Brook, 
which  was  the  boundary  line  be- 
jtween  the  Massachusetts  Bay  and 
the  Plymouth  colonies. 

Contented,  he  remained  here 
until  his  death  in  1727  at  the  age 
of  70,  leaving  an  estate  worth 
about  $15,000,  a  fortune  in  those 
days.  - 

But  one  of  Mordecai's  sons,  also 
named  Mordecai,  the  President's 
great-great  grandfather,  was  rest- 
less and  moved  to  New  Jersey  and 
then  to  Pennsylvania. 
LURED  BY  IRON  ORE 

Like  his  father,  Mordecai  was  an 
iron  worker.  This,  Foley  believes, 
was  the  reason  Mordecai  left 
Hingham,  a  move  which  was  to 
deprive  the  town  of  the  possibility 


birthplace. 


of    being  Lincoln's 
Foley  explained: 

"There  was  only  bog  iron  here, 
dug  out  of  swamps,  and  it  was  a 
poor  substance  for  making  tools. 
New  Jersey  and  -Pennsylvania  had 
real  iron  ore  which  probably  lured 
Mordecai  away." 

Like  his  father,  the  younger- 
Mordecai  Lincoln  became  rich.  He 
left  a  fine  estate  to  his  son,  John, 
Lincoln's  great-grandfather.  John 
moved  down  to  Virginia  where  he, 
too,  prospered  and  left  land  to  his 
son,  Abraham,  Lincoln's  grand- 
father.   ■  .  '"•,•■.;.- 

Abraham  lived  there  awhile  but 
the  great  move  to  the  west  was  on. 
He  solfiihis  •fcjndand  joined  a  band 
of  pioneers  who  blazed  their  way 
to  the  Kentucky  Wilderness  where 
they  settled. 

But  one  day,  while  Abraham 
was  clearing  land  with  his  three 
sons,  an  Indian  shot  him  dead— 
as  the  assassjn,  John  Wilkes 
Booth,  was  later  to  end  the  life 
of  President  Lincoln,  himself. 

BROTHER  SAVED  BOY 

"That  was  a  fateful  day,"  says 
B'olev,  "for  it  might  also  have 
robbed  the  country  of  its  great 
President.'' 

One  of  the  three  sons  was 
Thomas.  Lincoln's  fattier,  who  was 
then  but  a  small  boy.  An  Indian, 
according  to  Foley's  study,  at- 
tempted to  seize  the, youngster  but 
an  older  brother  grabbed  a  gun 
and  slew  the  Indian.  Thomas  lived 
to  father  the  future  President. 

Lincoln  was  not  born  in  Hing- 
ham Perhaps  if  he  were  he  might 
never  have  become  President.  But 
this  was  the'  cradle  of  his  family 
and  many  people,  like  Foley,  will 
continue  to  cherish  their  Lincoln 
dreams.  £ 
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LINCOLN  FAMILIES  ORIGINATING  IN  HINGHAM,  MASS. 


The  growing  interest  in  Abraham  Lincoln  as  an  out- 
standing world  figure  very  naturally  has  caused  people 
bearing  the  same  surname  to  inquire  about  their  possible 
relationship  to  him.  There  were  as  many  as  a  dozen  men 
bearing  the  name  Lincoln  who  arrived  in  the  state  of 
Massachusetts  during  early  colonial  days,  eight  of  them 
settling  in  Hingham.  The  task  of  tracing  one's  an- 
cestral branch  to  the  family  tree  of  the  President  is 
somewhat  confusing. 

Like  so  many  traditions  in  genealogy  "there  were 
three  brothers  who  came  to  America."  They  settled  m 
Hingham,  Massachusetts  as  early  as  1637.  Unlike  many 
other  brothers,  one  did  not  go  south,  another  north  and 
another  west  but  they  all  remained  in  Hingham.  How- 
ever, two  of  them  simplified  the  genealogical  task  of 
subsequent  generations.  Daniel  remained  a  bachelor  and 
Thomas  though  married  had  no  offspring.  The  third 
brother,  Samuel  became  Abraham  Lincoln's  first  Ameri- 
can progenitor  and  it  is  through  his  descendants  that 
we  are  able  to  trace  the  lineage  of  the  President. 
SAMUEL  THE  WEAVER  1619-1690 

It  is  fortunate  indeed  that  a  relative  of  Samuel,  Waldo 
Lincoln  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  was  an  accom- 
plished genealogist  and  in  1923  published  the  History  of 
the  Lincoln  Family.  It  contains  ten  generations  of 
Samuel's  descendants  totaling  over  3,000  persons  bearing 
the  name  Lincoln,  as  well  as  6,000  members  of  families 
who  intermarried  with  the  Lincolns.  The  thoroughness 
with  which  Waldo  Lincoln  did  his  work  might  assure 
one  that  if  the  name  of  an  ancestor  is  not  found  in  his 
book  it  would  be  difficult  to  establish  a  relationship  with 
the  President. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  only  300  copies  of  the 
History  of  the  Lincoln  Family  was  published  as  it  has 
long  been  out  of  print;  stray  copies  bring  a  premium. 
Many  of  the  larger  public  libraries  however  possess  a 
copy.  An  earlier  book  published  in  1909  under  the  title 
Abraham  Lincoln  An  American  Migration,  limited  to  500 
copies,  is  also  out  of  print  and  only  available  at  li- 
braries or  in  Lincoln  collections.  This  publication  is 
confined  to  the  direct  Lincoln  line  from  Samuel  to  the 
President. 

The  President's  direct  forebears,  his  only  son  to  reach 
maturity  and  the  only  grandson  bearing  the  Lincoln 
surname  are  presented. 

I  Samuel  m.  Martha  Lewis;  II  Mordecai  m.  1st  Sarah 
Jones,  2nd  Mrs.  Mary  Hobart;  III  Mordecai  (2nd)  m. 
1st  Hannah  Saltar,  2nd  Mary  Robeson;  IV  John  m. 
Mrs.  Rebecca  Flowers  Morris;  V  Abraham  m.  Bath- 
sheba  (Herring);  VI  Thomas  m.  Nancy  Hanks;  VII 
Abraham  (2nd)  m.  Mary  Todd;  VIII  Robert  m.  Mary 
Harlan;  LX  Abraham  (3rd)  (Jack)  died  unmarried. 
STEPHEN  THE  HUSBANDMAN  7-1658 

Two  more  of  the  Lincolns  who  settled  in  Hingham  in 
colonial  days  were  brothers  named  Stephen,  the  husband- 
man and  Thomas,  the  husbandman.  They  came  to  Ameri- 
ca from  Wymondham,  England.  In  1894  William  E. 
Lincoln,  a  descendant  of  Stephen  published  a  book  en- 
titled In  Memory  of  John  Larkin  Lincoln.  The  book  is 
largely  a  biography  of  the  above  named  member  of  the 
family  who  for  nearly  fifty  years  was  a  professor  at 
Brown  University.  The  appendix  to  the  book  carries  the 
author's  line  of  descent  from  Stephen  Lincoln.  The  same 
author  in  1930  published  a  genealogy  of  several  related 
families  among  them  the  descendants  of  Stephen  Lin- 
coln, the  husbandman.  The  following  generations  of  the 
author's  family  are  noted. 

I  Stephen  m.  (name  not  known) ;  II  Stephen  (2nd)  m. 
Elizabeth  Hawke;  III  David  m.  Margaret  Lincoln;  IV 
David  (2nd)  m.  1st  Lydia  Beal,  2nd  Leah  Beal,  3rd 
Mary  Hersey;  V  David  (3rd)  m.  Elizabeth  Fearing;  VI 


Ensign  m.  Sophia  Larkin;  VII  John  Larkin  m.  Laura 
Douglass;  VIII  William  Ensign  m.  Mary  Porter;  IX 
Kirk  m.  1st  Josephine  McConway,  2nd  Alice  Darragh, 
3rd  Cecilia  Robaugh;  X  Kirk  Porter,  Jr. 

THOMAS  THE  HUSBANDMAN  ?-1692 

Thomas  the  brother  of  Stephen  was  the  forebear  of 
many  Lincolns  who  settled  throughout  New  England. 
Only  six  generations  of  any  one  family  line  of  descent 
is  available  and  it  is  herewith  presented. 

I  Thomas  m.  Margaret  Langer;  II  Thomas  (2nd)  m. 
Sarah  Lewis;  III  Ebenezer  m.  Hannah  Allen;  IV  Eben- 
ezer  (2nd)  m.  Sarah  Loring;  V  Thomas  (2nd)  m. 
(name  not  known);  VI  Ebenezer  (3rd)  m.  Elizabeth 
Corthell. 

THOMAS  THE  MILLER  1603-1684 

Norfolk  County,  England  was  the  home  of  Thomas 
Lincoln,  the  miller,  before  coming  to  Hingham,  Mass.  in 
1635.  Fourteen  years  later  he  moved  to  Taunton,  Mass. 
and  became  the  progenitor  of  that  branch  of  the  family 
known  as  the  Taunton  Lincolns.  Some  members  of  this 
family  established  a  settlement  thirty  miles  to  the  south 
east  named  Wareham.  James  Minor  Lincoln  published  in 
1899  a  genealogy  of  his  forebears  which  he  entitled  The 
Lincoln  Family  and  Branches  of  Wareham,  Mass.  The 
lineage  traced  to  the  author  of  the  book  follows : 

I  Thomas  Lincoln  m.  1st  (name  unknown),  2nd 
Elizabeth  Harvey;  II  Thomas  (2nd)  m.  Mary  Austin; 
III  Thomas  (3rd)  m.  1st  Mary  Stacey,  2nd  Susannah 
Smith;  IV  Nathaniel  m.  Alice  Andrews;  V  Ichabod  m. 
Hannah  Codding;  VI  Rufus  m.  Lydia  Sprague;  VII 
Bradford  m.  Mercy  Gibbs;  VIII  Minor  Sprague  m.  1st 
Elizabeth  Wheaton,  2nd  Almira  Shepherd,  3rd  Mrs. 
Mary  Ann  Borden,  4th  Carolina  Augusta  Seabury;  IX 
Preston  Shepherd  m.  Annie  Eliza  Moore;  X  James  Minor 
m.  Josephine  Vermilye  Lott. 

THOMAS  THE  COOPER  7-1691 

The  fourth  Thomas  Lincoln  at  old  Hingham  was 
Thomas  the  cooper  and  it  is  not  known  that  any  one  of 
the  four  were  related,  although  English  historians  are 
confident  there  are  some  connections  in  earlier  genera- 
tions. Thomas  who  came  from  the  west  of  England  was 
in  Hingham  as  early  as  1636  and  is  the  earliest  Ameri- 
can forebear  of  General  Benjamin  Lincoln  of  Revolu- 
tionary War  fame.  This  genealogical  table  traces  the 
different  generations  through  the  General  Benjamin  Lin- 
coln line  of  descent: 

I  Thomas  m.  Anis  or  Avith  Lane;  II  Benjamin  m. 
Sara  Fearing;  III  Benjamin  (2nd)  m.  Mary  Lewis;  IV 
Benjamin  (3rd)  m.  1st  Mary  Loring,  2nd  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Norton;  V  General  Benjamin  m.  Mary  Cushing; 
VI  Martin  m.  Lydia  Cushing;  VII  Frank  Wallace  m. 
Lydia  Lovell. 

DANIEL  THE  SERGEANT  1619-1698 

Daniel's  name  does  not  appear  in  the  records  of  Hing- 
ham until  1644  but  he  was  a  prominent  figure  in  colonial 
days.  Apparently  he  was  interested  in  navigation  as  he 
was  also  called  the  boatman  and  the  seaman.  Among 
the  many  descendants  of  Daniel  the  eight  generations 
concluding  with  George  M.  of  New  York  will  be  pre- 
sented. 

I  Daniel  m.  Susanna  (surname  not  known) ;  II  Daniel 
(2nd)  m.  1st  Sarah  Nichols,  2nd  Elizabeth  Whitcomb; 
III  Joshua  m.  Rachel  Stodder;  IV  Joshua  (2nd)  m. 
Tamar  Sprague;  V  George  m.  1st  Sarah  French,  2nd 
Betsey  French;  VI  George  (2nd)  m.  Mercy  Hall;  VII 
George  M.  m.  Rebecca  Jewett. 

Note.  A  four  volume  History  of  Hingham  of  which 
two  volumes  contain  genealogies  of  the  early  settlers  in- 
cluding the  Lincoln  pioneers  mentioned  in  this  article  as 
well  as  cognate  family  was  published  by  the  town  in 
1893. 
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The  Hingham  Historical  Society  recently  hosted  an  event  to  honor  one  of  Hingham's  most 
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General  Benjamin  Lincoln,  as  well 
as  one  of  our  nation's  greatest 
leaders,  Abraham  Lincoln.  The 
speech  was  given  by  Scott  Ford  Of 
Hingham  and  goes  as  follows: 

Introduction 


I  am  sorry  that  your  first  choice  for 
today's  speaker  could  not  be  here, 
but  apparently  Brian  McGrory  had 
other  commitments.  Apparently,  he 
is  busy  working  on  a  new  book 
titled,  "When  I  Think  of... 
Weymouth,"  and,  true  to  form, 
despite  that  town's  own  great  and 
extensive  history,  Mr.  McGrory  was 
only  able  to  cobble  together  25 
pages  of  text  —  yet  the  word  "Hingham"  appears  no  fewer  than  674  times. 


Lincoln  Day  keynote  speaker,  Scott  Ford, 
who  is  chairman  of  the  Hingham  Historic 
Districts  Commission,  addresses  the 
audience  at  Old  Ship  while  the  color  guard 
from  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery 
Company  of  Massachusetts  stands  at 
attention.  Lincoln  Day  is  an  annual  tradition 
that  celebrates  the  lives  of  Gen.  Benjamin 
Lincoln  and  President  Abraham  Lincoln.  For 
more  photos  of  Lincoln  Day,  see  page  26. 
(robin  chan) 
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But  seriously,  thank  you  to  the  members  of  the  Hingham  Historical  Society  for  once  again 
putting  on  this  magnificent  event.  It  provides  a  wonderful  opportunity  to  honor  one  of  our  town's 
most  famous  and  dedicated  citizens,  General  Benjamin  Lincoln,  as  well  as  one  of  our  Nation's 
greatest  leaders,  Abraham  Lincoln. 


But  what  this  beautiful  ceremony  really  provides  is  a  unique  experience  for  all  of  us  and  each 
of  us,  to  demonstrate  our  true  devotion  to,  and  appreciation  of,  our  town's  unique  and  rich 
history.  Indeed,  none  of  us  would  be  here  if  we  did  not  value  the  fact  that  we  live  in  a  place 
where  history  was  made  and  where  it  still  exists  to  this  day  in  the  form  of  the  historic  structures 
and  treasures  that  surround  us. 


We  are  truly  fortunate  to  exist  within  this  unique  living  history.  I  recently  had  the  opportunity  to 
meet  one  of  my  work  colleagues  from  one  of  our  offices  in  California.  We  got  to  speaking  about 
where  she  was  from.  She  said  that  she  was  from  San  Bernardino  in  California.  I  paused,  trying 
to  recall  what,  if  anything,  I  knew  about  San  Bernardino  when  she  blurted  out,  "our  city  is 
famous  in  American  history."  And  I  of  course,  my  interest  piqued,  asked  "why?"  in  response  to 
which  she  declared,  "it  is  home  to  the  first  McDonald's  restaurant,  opened  in  1955!"  And  she 
was  serious. 


But  for  us,  right  here,  right  now,  we  can  reach  down  and  touch  the  wood  of  oldest  continually 
operating  meetinghouse  in  the  entire  country.  Some  of  that  wood  has  been  here  for  more  than 
325  years.  And  soon,  we  will  have  the  chance  to  walk  through  the  doors  of  the  first  home  of  the 
oldest  coeducational  institution  in  America  that  still  operates.  It  is  an  exceptional  circumstance 
to  have  these  treasures  nestled  within  the  paths  that  we  travel  in  the  course  of  our  everyday 


http://www.townonlinexorn/hingham/homepage/899894667639 1 54278 1 


2/9/2007 


'Jjiving  in  a  place  where  history  was  made'  -  The  Hingham  Journal 
lives. 

By  contrast,  many  of  our  surrounding  communities  have  succumbed  to  temptation  and 
pressure  to  forego  preservationist  opportunities  and  have  allowed  their  buildings  and  other 
historical  treasures  to  be  minimized  or,  worse,  to  simply  be  destroyed  altogether.  In  our  town 
however,  this  traditionally  has  not  been  the  case.  In  our  town,  we  are  privileged  to  have  had 
forefathers  who  not  only  had  the  courage  to  make  history,  but  those  who  had  the  discipline  to 
preserve  it  as  well. 

Lessons  of  the  two  Lincolns 

And  the  most  famous  of  those  forefathers  was  Benjamin  Lincoln  —  the  "Hingham  Lincoln"  or 
"Our  Lincoln."  To  the  rest  of  our  nation,  General  Lincoln  is  best  known  for  having  accepted  the 
sword  of  the  British  General  Lord  Cornwallis  in  surrender  at  Yorktown  in  1781.  Even  though 
the  formal  surrender  of  the  British  was  left  for  the  Treaty  of  Paris  a  year  later,  this  was  the  last 
major  battle  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  the  act  of  surrender  act  effectively  marked  the  end 
of  the  War  and  it  came  to  symbolize  that  our  colonies  truly  had  become  a  country,  and  that  this 
new  nation  had  actually  achieved  its  independence,  not  just  declared  it.  And  "Our  Lincoln"  was 
there. 

Of  course,  General  Lincoln's  contributions  go  much  deeper.  He  was  a  Revolutionary  War  hero, 
serving  in  many  battles,  both  in  victory  and  defeat,  suffering  injury  along  the  way.  He  also 
served  as  General  Washington's  Secretary  of  War.  And  when  that  war  was  over,  his  nation 
called  upon  him  again,  to  lead  the  suppression  of  Shay's  Rebellion  —  a  skirmish  that  was 
small  in  scale  but  was  tremendously  significant  in  that  it  represented  a  serious  threat  to  the 
fragile  stability  our  young  nation.  It  was  in  part  because  of  Shay's  Rebellion  that  our  nation 
decided  to  revisit  the  effectiveness  of  Articles  Of  Confederation,  ultimately  leading  to  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution  —  the  bedrock  of  democracy  and  the  foundation  of  our  country. 
And  once  again,  "Our  Lincoln"  was  there,  honored  as  one  of  the  few  citizens  to  ratify  that 
guiding  document.  Any  one  of  these  acts  or  roles  honors  would  alone  serve  to  elevate 
Benjamin  Lincoln  to  revered  status  in  our  nation's  history;  yet  the  fact  that  he  participated  in  all 
of  them  makes  Our  Lincoln  a  true  national  hero. 

But  what  really  makes  Benjamin  Lincoln  so  special  —  and  so  valued  by  us  —  is  that  he  never 
lost  sight  of  where  is  was  from.  When  his  days  of  making  history  on  the  national  stage  were 
done,  he  returned  here,  to  Hingham,  his  home,  now  our  home.  This  is  where  he  served  as 
town  clerk,  selectman,  town  constable  and  justice  of  the  peace.  By  all  accounts,  Hingham  is 
where  this  national  hero  made  his  peace  before  he  passed  away,  just  outside  of  this  square,  in 
1810. 

Our  Benjamin  Lincoln  left  us  with  a  grand  legacy  and  many  lessons.  But  the  most  significant 
among  them  is  the  example  he  set,  one  that  is  simple  yet  strong:  for  him,  serving  his  colony 
(soon  to  be  country)  was  important  and  his  role  brought  tribute  and  acclaim,  but  he  truly 
believed  it  to  be  just  as  honorable  and  just  as  essential  —  if  not  more  so  —  to  serve  his  home 
town,  his  community,  and  his  neighbors  —  which  he  did  for  most  of  his  life.  That's  something 
we  can  all  certainly  can  be  very  very  proud  of. 

A  generation  later,  the  young  man  bearing  "our"  General's  surname  from  Springfield,  Illinois 
gave  this  nation  additional  lessons  in  leadership  and  humility  that  have  helped  to  define  the 
greatness  of  this  country  and  set  a  standard  by  which  future  leaders  continue  to  be  —  and 
forever  will  be  —  evaluated. 

Abraham  Lincoln  is  known  as  a  common  man  with  fundamental  values  of  honesty  and  integrity 
upon  which  he  relied  in  successfully  guiding  our  nation  through  what  was,  and  still  remains  to 
this  day,  its  most  tumultuous  time,  the  Civil  War,  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and,  most  importantly, 
the  preservation  of  the  Union. 

He  was  a  tremendous  public  speaker.  Long  before  he  became  President,  people  came  from 
miles  around  just  to  hear  his  words.  His  style  was  most  unique  —  both  simple  and  eloquent  at 
the  same  time,  both  profound  and  witty.  And  Abraham  Lincoln  left  us  with  both  quotes  and 
quips  alike  that  have  stood  the  test  of  time,  including  the  oft-cited  one  that  the  "esteemed" 
journalist,  Howie  Carr,  attempted  to  recite  just  this  past  week:  "It  is  better  to  stay  silent  and  let 
people  think  you  are  an  idiot  than  to  open  your  mouth  and  remove  all  doubt."  Something  tells 
me  that  I'll  be  hearing  that  one  around  the  house  for  at  least  the  next  few  months. 

Despite  his  often  self-deprecating  ways,  President  Lincoln  was  a  great  leader.  And  as  part  of 
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his  leadership,  he,  like  General  Lincoln,  valued  and  sought  guidance  from  the  past  even  as  he 
was  making  his  own  mark  in  it.  To  Congress  in  1862,  our  sixteenth  President  stated,  "Fellow 
citizens,  we  cannot  escape  history  "  His  words  were  intended  to  prompt  his  fellow  leaders  to 
seek  inspiration  from  the  past,  but  also  to  recognize  the  impact  of  the  decisions  that  they  would 
make  upon  the  our  divided  nation  and  its  most  uncertain  future. 

Conclusion 

And  those  words  hold  true  for  us  as  well.  While  the  future  of  this  great  nation  does  not 
necessarily  rest  upon  the  decisions  that  we  as  a  community  make  in  this  town,  much  of  its 
history  —  because  it  is  our  history  —  most  certainly  does. 

For  that  history  is  captured  by  the  structures  and  treasures  that  surround  us,  and  they  can 
never  be  replaced.  Indeed,  once  they  are  gone,  they  are  gone  forever.  And  with  them  go  the 
values  they  symbolize  and  which  Benjamin  Lincoln  and  Abraham  Lincoln  fostered:  fortitude, 
devotion  to  community,  and  protection  of  democracy  and  freedom. 

It  is  so  easy  to  justify  the  elimination  of  our  historical  treasures  for  convenience  sake  —  "I'd  like 
to  see  that  old  shack  across  from  Brigham's  torn  down,"  "I  wish  that  the  town  would  let  the 
owner  remove  that  eyesore  across  from  the  library,"  or  "it's  just  and  old  barn  that  nobody 
uses."  Such  sentiments  are  simple  to  say  and  may  seem  popular,  yet  deep  down  we  know  that 
they  serve  to  chip  away  at  the  values  for  which  this  town  —  our  town  —  stands. 

Yet  it  takes  only  a  small  amount  of  discipline  to  stay  true  to  these  values.  It  could  be  as  simple 
as  joining  this  wonderful  organization,  the  Historical  Society.  It  could  be  as  simply  as  attending 
town  meetings  and  speaking  or  just  voting  in  support  of  measures  designed  to  preserve  and 
protect  our  historic  assets.  It  could  be  as  simple  as  attending  a  Historic  Commission  or  a 
Historic  Districts  Commission  meeting  and  voicing  an  opinion  about  proposed  changes  that 
could  affect  our  town,  even  if  they  would  not  directly  affect  our  own  property.  And,  of  course,  it 
could  be  as  easy  as  educating  our  children  and  or  grandchildren  about  actually  happened  in 
this  town,  in  this  square,  or  in  this  building  more  than  300  years  ago. 

Another  quote  from  President  Lincoln  provides  further  guidance  to  us  all  and  it  is  this:  "You 
cannot  escape  the  responsibility  of  tomorrow  by  evading  it  today."  As  members  of  this 
community,  this  too  is  our  charge.  We  owe  a  tremendous  debt  of  gratitude  to  our  predecessors 
for  creating  history,  and  we  owe  it  to  our  children,  our  grandchildren  and  successors  to 
continue  safeguard  it.  Thank  you. 

For  photos  of  Hingham's  Lincoln  Day  observances,  see  page  26. 
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H INGHAM 

Old  Ship  Church,  built  1681.  Excepting  some  of  the  Spanish 
Missions,  this  is  the  oldest  ^lace  of  public  worship  now  in 
use  in  the  U.S. 
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HINGHAM,  Maes. 


Hingham,  Mass.  Here  Samuel    Lincoln  of  Hingham,  Eng. ,  the  first 
of  Lincoln's  American  ancestors,  settled,  lived,  and  died.  The 
site  of  his  lands  and  Old  Ship  Church  which  he  helped  to  build 
and  where  he  worshipped  until  his  death,  amy  be  seen.  The  church 
was  restored  in  1930  revealing  the  fine  timbering  of  the  roof. 
The  frontispiece  of  TIF    shows    one  of  the  historical  exhibits 
of  the  Museum,     No  traces  of  the  home  nor  grave  of  §amuel  Lincoln 
remain.  The  home  and  gravestone  of  Benjamin  Lincoln  are  preserved. 
TIF.ch. I.  Bl.ch.4. 
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OLD  SHIP  CHURCH,  HINGHAM,  MASS.  This  fine  old  structure  was 

restored  in  1930  and  the  visitor  may  now  see  the  timbers  of  the 
roof  under  which  Smauel  Lincol  worshipped  until  his  death  which 
Daniel  Cushing  thus  secorded  under  the  date,  May, 26, 1690:  "Old 
Sam  Lincoln  dyed  of  the  smallpix."      TIF. p. 14 


2497  Old  Ship  Church,        Hingham,  Mass 


THE  OLD  MEETING  HOUSE  OF  THE  FIRST  PARISH  IN  HINGHAM,  WIDELY  KNOWN  AS  THE  OLD  SHIP  CHURCH 
BUILT  IN  ,681,  AND  THE  OLDEST  PLACE  OF  PUBLIC  WORSHIP  NOW  IN  USE  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES 


